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QUICK TIPS
Avoid Weekends. Go during the week before work if you can. You’re 
more likely to find freshly restocked aisles.  ask employees when 
restock days are. 

Goodwill generally gives out 20% off coupons when you donate items.

set a budget. impulse purchases are just as easy in thrift stores. 
bring cash too! 

map out mumap out multiple stores and set a route to hit them all. check out 
“out of the way” stores, they are less likely to be picked over. 

make a thrift store kit: hand sanitizer, tape measure, extra bags, and 
newspaper for fragile items. 

GENERAL INFO



PUMPKINS
I know this sounds like a no brainer but you’d be amazed how many 
pumpkins go unclaimed in a thrift store. 

I have found most of my pumpkins during the spring/sum-
mer months. Many if not all of my fake pumpkins have come 
from thrift stores. I don’t know the last time I paid full price 
for a craft pumpkin or jack-o-lantern. 

They kind of stick out like a beacon of Halloween on those 
goodwill shelves so if you stumble upon them, grab them 
up quickly and buy a lottery ticket because it is your lucky 
day! 

Even if they don’t work, you can always repurpose them 
and give them a good home! 



CANDLES & CANDLEHOLDERS
THRIFT STORES ARE GOLD MINES WHEN IT COMES TO CANDLES. I bypass 
actual wick candles and look for flamEless/flicker candles. No fire 
hazard and YOU’RE able to use them year after year. 

Nobody loathes paying full price for flameless flicker can-
dles thann myself. If you have ever priced new flameless 
flicker candles in stores, it’s highway robbery. 

LLuckily, you can find them VERY easily in thrift stores. I have 
about 60 candles in my arsenal and ALL of them were com-
pliments of a thrift store. These candles are very helpful 
when setting up a Halloween display and creating that Hal-
loween glow and atmosphere. 

TIP: Grab those batteries from your Thrift Store Kit and 
bring them in to the store to test out your candles before 
buying them. I have learned the hard way of getting them 
home and finding out they are no good. 

WhileWhile in the candle aisle, look for sturdy, gothic candle hold-
ers. These are another item that can be expensive at other 
home decor stores, but extremely cheap at a thrift store. All 
of my candle holders for Halloween are like the candles. 
They are all secondhand and perfect for repurposing for a 
Halloween display. It gives your candles levels to play with. 



DOLLS
DISCLAIMER: looking for and carrying an armful of dolls up to a thrift 
counter may get a lot of people staring at you. own it. walk with pride 
to the cashier and your eight baby dolls. 

ThereThere are a lot of us out there with a creepy doll collection 
to use for Halloween. The difference between you and the 
next person is are you the person who spent a fortune at a 
big box Halloween store for their creepy dolls or are you 
the creative person who bought thrift store dolls and made 
them your own? I think we both know who you are. 

WhenWhen looking for dolls, you want busted, broken dolls. It will 
add a lot of character to your creepy doll collection. Usually 
the eyes are a dead giveaway for a perfect creepy doll. I 
avoid the porcelain dolls. These are generally heavier and 
can quickly become broken in storage. Dolls with hair: my 
advice is the shorter the better, but if you find one with long 
hair, shave it or cut it down for a creepier effect! 



GLASS BOTTLES
IF THERE IS ONE DECORATION THAT  EVERYONE is always looking to create, 
it’s an apothecary. Rightly so. with the right bottles and labels, you 
too can have your very own potion paradise. 

Looking for the perfect looking jar or bottle will take a little 
more work than finding a bright orange pumpkin. Bottle and 
jars can be hidden out of sight in thrift stores. They can be 
stuck behind bigger items or in the wrong area completely. 

LLook for all colors of bottles and jars. Avoid ones with liquid 
in them already and avoid ones that have designs or labels 
on them. Save yourself the headache of trying to remove 
those later. 

TIP:TIP: Google apothecary labels for some cools designs 
for your bottles and if you want to age your bottles and 
make them look weathered, use a high grit sandpaper and 
use all over the glass to scrape them up and distress the 
glass. 

Check out THATHALLOWEENBRO.COM for a bunch of 
printable apothecary labels you can use to get started. 



LAMPS
I know you’re probably thinking “I already have lamps at home. What 
could I possibly need lamps for?” 

While these may not be a top priority on your list, you may 
stumble upon a really unique looking lamp that can add an-
other detail to your setup. 

Look for something ornate and possibly with a porous sur-
face for you to repaint. Look for a lampshade with character 
or vintage spirit to it. Adding a flickering bulb or a smart bulb 
with color change technology amps up the lamp presence. 

Be sure to ask the thrift store to test out the lamp before 
buying and check for frayed wires or loose components.



MAGAZINES
need a pick me up? maybe you need some inspiration? or maybe you 
want to flip through a mgazine for some old fashioned halloween joy. 

Old magazines issues featuring Fall or Halloween spark joy.

They are not always at every thrift store and it will take 
some digging to find them, but nothing beats an old maga-
zine with Halloween vibes throughout. 

TheseThese have proven helpful for me when it comes to search-
ing for some project inspiration or just a pick me up on a 
random Monday in March. 



PICTURE FRAMES
Haunted portraits are a great and cheap effective halloween decora-
tion. with a little help from your favorite halloween bro, you can 
create a creepy gallery a museum would be proud of. 

Thrift stores are usually FULL of great picture frames that 
are begging to be turned into haunting hanging delights. 
When looking for a picture frames, make sure the glass is 
still in tack and secure and the frame itself doesn’t have any 
weak areas that could easily break. 

WhenWhen looking for frames, know that most of the time you 
are going to have to transform them. Whether they are 
shiny or have a porous surface, a coat of paint and sandpa-
per awaits them. 

Need some help distressing your frames? Need FREE 
haunted portraits to put in those frames?  

You’re in luck! Over at THATHALLOWEENBRO.COM, 
there is a great tutorial on how to turn your thrift store 
frames into spooky works of art. 

I also have over 70 different haunted portraits you can print 
out and put in the frames for free



PLATTERS
Hosting a party can require a lot of work and  then add in the cost of 
food and beverages. If you’re like me, you want your food setup to be 
instagram worthy but not drain what budget you have.

NowNow you could get the cheap plastic serving dishes and 
platters and while there is nothing wrong with that, for es-
sentially the same price you could find sturdier multipur-
pose platters that add a level of “party sophistication”. Trust 
me on this. 

I would avoid the plastic thrift store bowls, platters, etc as 
those tend to be more worn and sometimes harder to steril-
ize. Look for glass, wood, metal, copper.  Check to see if 
they say food grade and if any of them are dishwasher safe



SHEETS OR FABRIC
Don’t worry, you’re not looking for designer sheets to create ghosts 
a la bettlejuice. Although if you are, don’t let me stop you. 

The reason I look for sheets is that they come in handy for 
many reasons when you’re trying to haunt your home. I 
generally look for white or black sheets. 

WhiteWhite sheets come in handy as drop cloths for painting or 
using to create bloody strips of torn fabric. Tear the white 
sheets to make homemade creepy cloth or paint red stripes 
on it to create your own carnival table cloth. The ideas are 
endless. 

II use the black sheets or fabric to mask areas I don’t want 
people to see. Masking wiring or machinery, or using it as a 
table covering for a Halloween display. Again, endless 
uses.



WOOD SIGNS
WOOD SIGNS WITH “LIVE, LAUGH, LOVE” CAN BE GIVEN NEW LIFE WITH A LITTLE 
ELBOW GREASE AND CREATIVITY.  

One of the many things I see when at thrift stores are deco-
rative wooden signs with some random sayings from “Bless 
this House” to “It’s Wine O’Clock”. While these had a pur-
pose at some point, they now can be repurposed into a 
great Halloween decor sign. 

Look for wooden signs that have painted on sayings or illus-
trations. Anything with raised text or textured is still great to 
grab, but will require a little more work to strip it down. I usu-
ally use a paint stripper to help remove the paint and then 
sand the whole thing down. 

From there you want to get a good layer of primer down 
before putting your own design down. 



BIRD CAGES
SOMETIMES YOU FIND HAMSTER CAGES MORE THAN YOU WILL FIND A BIRD CAGE. 
SNATCH THOSE BIRD CAGES UP. BIG OR SMALL. SO MANY GREAT AESTHETIC USES 
FOR BIRD CAGES

If you’re looking for a great tutorial, Christine McConnell on 
YouTube has an insanely amazing creepy DIY. Lots of inspi-
ration to be had. 

OLD BOOKS AND FLOWERS
I sometimes have to remember to stop and look for these things. It’s 
easy to overlook these items when looking for old halloween deco-
rations.

Many thrift stores may not have old dusty books, but that’s 
the beauty of finding books that can be transformed. Old 
flowers and vines are begging to be spray painted and 
used as pumpkin vines. 

URANIUM GLASS
IT’S PROBABLY PRETTY RARE FOR YOU TO FIND THESE IN A THRIFT STORE, BUT 
ALWAYS LOOK. YOU NEVER KNOW! 

AsAs you may have guessed, Uranium glass (or Vaseline 
glass) contains uranium oxide, which gives the glass a 
yellow or yellow-green tint, makes it radioactive, and 
causes it to glow vibrantly under a black light. They are 
more common in antique stores, but they make for a mean 
Halloween decoration. 



NOTES



CHECKLIST
THIS CHECKLIST WILL HELP YOU HIT EVERY THRIFT STORE STAPLE IN YOUR 
SEARCH FOR YOUR NEXT HALLOWEEN PROJECT. HAPPY HUNTING AND HAPPY 
HAUNTING!
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